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Summary for Patients: What is the Antibody Response and Role in Conferring Natural Immunity
After SARS-CoV-2 Infection? Rapid, Living Practice Points From the American College of
Physicians (Version 1) 16 3 2021 P21-0004 Annals of Internal Medicine PMC8017475 33721515
Antibody Response After SARS-CoV-2 Infection and Implications for Immunity 16 3 2021 M20-7547
Annals of Internal Medicine 10.7326/M20-7547 PMC8025942 33721517 Antibody tests for
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, are widely available. These practice points help
clinicians, patients, and public health professionals understand how to use and interpret these
results on the basis of the available evidence. The practice points will be updated as more evidence
becomes available.

Description: The widespread availability of SARS-CoV-2 antibody tests raises important questions
for clinicians, patients, and public health professionals related to the appropriate use and
interpretation of these tests. The Scientific Medical Policy Committee (SMPC) of the American
College of Physicians developed these rapid, living practice points to summarize the current and
best available evidence on the antibody response to SARS-CoV-2 infection, antibody durability after
initial infection with SARS-CoV-2, and antibody protection against reinfection with SARS-CoV-2.

Methods: The SMPC developed these rapid, living practice points based on a rapid and living
systematic evidence review done by the Portland VA Research Foundation and funded by the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. Ongoing literature surveillance is planned through
December 2021. When new studies are identified and a full update of the evidence review is
published, the SMPC will assess the new evidence and any effect on the practice points.

Practice Points: Practice Point 1: Do not use SARS-CoV-2 antibody tests for the diagnosis of
SARS-CoV-2 infection.

Practice Point 2: Antibody tests can be useful for the purpose of estimating community prevalence
of SARS-CoV-2 infection.

Practice Point 3: Current evidence is uncertain to predict presence, level, or durability of natural
immunity conferred by SARS-CoV-2 antibodies against reinfection (after SARS-CoV-2 infection).


