
Graphical Abstract Guidelines (AATS Journals) 
 

Built-in title (Title describes the graphical abstract as a whole). 

Methods, Results, and 

Implications are displayed 

from left to right or from 

top to bottom. 

 
 

 
Methods are 
described. 

 
 

Number of subjects 

(patients/animals), 

measurements, time period, 

procedures/methods used. 

 
 

 
Results are 
described. 

 
 

Images should be accompanied 
by a brief statement 
summarizing your results. 

 
 
 
Implications statement 

 
 

This take-

home message 

should explain the implications 

of your results and/or suggest 

how your study can be applied 

to clinical care. 

 

Time-varying outcome graphs meet 

all requirements: 

-X axis is in years and Y axis is in 

percentage. 

-Number of patients at risk is shown 

along the X axis. 

-Confidence limits are shown (via 

shading, bars, or dotted lines).  

-Confidence limits are explained (95%, 

97%, etc.) 

-Lines are truncated (stopped) when 

fewer than 10 subjects are at risk. (For 

small patient cohorts, the graph lines 

must end when the number at risk is 

less than 10% of the original cohort). 

 

 

 

 

ALL abbreviations/acronyms present in 

the graphical abstract are defined at 

the very bottom. 
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