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Red Journal Focus Issue: Oligometastasis 
 
Since the 1990s, oncologists have increasingly recognized the unique phenomenon of 
oligometastatic disease. This is a metastatic cancer state that is thought to be controllable if not 
curable by appropriately delivered combinations of systemic and local ablative therapies, as 
compared to widespread, disseminated metastasis. However, standard definitions and the 
proper application of therapies remain topics of active debate, with high likelihood that these 
may differ across histologies and mode of presentation. The Red Journal proposes an in-depth 
examination of all aspects of oligometastasis as approached by the clinic, biology, and physics, 
with the aim of publishing a focus issue devoted to the subject in the latter half of 2022.  
 
We welcome original manuscripts exploring any relevant aspects of oligometastasis. In 
particular, we anticipate papers that may address: 
 

• Evidence-based staging requirements and definitions of oligometastatic disease 
• Theories of the oligometastatic disease state 
• Investigations into the biological underpinnings of oligometastatic disease including 

genomics and in vivo experimentation 
• Radiomics and other prognostic and/or predictive algorithms or systems-level modeling 

of oligometastatic disease outcomes 
• Ideal imaging of the oligometastatic state 
• Stereotactic and other novel treatment technologies or programmatic developments 

suited to oligometastasis 



• Clinical outcomes, trial results, and treatment approaches for oligometastatic disease 
• Systemic therapy approaches including biologically-based and preclinical models as well 

as combinations including novel targeted therapies or radionuclides 
• Systematic, prospective, or experimental studies of radiation fractionation schedules 
• The interaction of immune function, immune response, and immunotherapy with 

oligometastasis  
 

The deadline for submission is March 15, 2022. To submit a manuscript for this focus issue, visit 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/ijrobp/default1.aspx and select “Oligometastasis Focus 
Issue” for the article type. 
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