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of the public health emergency. Objective To provide clinical guidance to rheumatology providers
who treat children with pediatric rheumatic disease (PRD) in the context of the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVIDm 19) pandemic.

The task force, consisting of 7 pediatric rheumatologists, 2 pediatric infectious disease physicians,
1 adult rheumatologist, and 1 pediatric nurse practitioner, was convened on May 21, 2020. Clinical
guestions and subsequent guidance statements were drafted based on a review of the queries
posed by the patients as well as the families and healthcare providers of children with PRD. An
evidence report was generated and disseminated to task force members to assist with 3 rounds of
asynchronous, anonymous voting by email using a modified Delphi approach. Voting was
completed using a 9m point numeric scoring system with predefined levels of agreement



(categorized as disagreement, uncertainty, or agreement, with median scores of 1-3, 4-6, and 7-9,
respectively) and consensus (categorized as low, moderate, or high). To be approved as a
guidance statement, median vote ratings were required to fall into the highest tertile for agreement,
with either moderate or high levels of consensus.

The task force drafted 33 guidance statements, which were voted upon during the second and third
rounds of voting. Of these 33 statements, all received median vote ratings within the highest tertile
of agreement and were associated with either moderate consensus (n = 6) or high consensus (n =
27). Statements with similar recommendations were combined, resulting in 27 final guidance
statements.

These guidance statements have been generated based on review of the available literature,
indicating that children with PRD do not appear to be at increased risk for susceptibility to
SARS—-CoVm 2 infection. This guidance is presented as a “living document,” recognizing that the
literature on COVIDm 19 is rapidly evolving, with future updates anticipated.

pmc-status-gastatus 0 pmc-status-live yes pmc-status-embargo no pmc-status-released yes
pmc-prop-open-access no pmc-prop-olf no pmc-prop-manuscript no pmc-prop-legally-suppressed
no pmc-prop-has-pdf yes pmc-prop-has-supplement yes pmc-prop-pdf-only no
pmc-prop-suppress-copyright no pmc-prop-is-real-version no pmc-prop-is-scanned-article no
pmc-prop-preprint no pmc-prop-in-epmc yes source-schema-version-number 2.0 cover-date
November 2020 details-of-publishers-convertor Converter:WILEY _ML3GV2_TO_JATSPMC
version:6.1.7 mode:remove_FC converted:20.06.2022 Supported by the American College of
Rheumatology.

Dr. Ringold has received research support from CARRA and royalties from UpToDate. Dr. Downes
has received research support paid to his institution from Merck and Pfizer. Dr. Laxer has received
consulting fees, speaking fees, and/or honoraria from Sobi, Eli Lilly Canada, Alexion, Sanofi, and
Novartis (less than $10,000 each). No other disclosures relevant to this article were reported.

No part of this article may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form or for any means
without prior permission in writing. For permission information contact permissions@wiley.com. For
information about purchasing reprints contact commercialreprints@wiley.com.



