
 
AJPM COMMON ABBREVIATIONS 

These Terms Never Need To Be Spelled Out. 
 
 
 
AIDS – acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
ANCOVA – analysis of covariance 
ANOVA – analysis of variance 
AOR – adjusted odds ratio 
BMI – body mass index 
CI – confidence interval 
CONSORT – Consolidated Standards of Reporting 
Trials 
E-cigarette – electronic cigarette 
E-liquid – electronic liquid 
ENDS – electronic nicotine delivery system 
HHS – U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services 
DSM-IV – Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 

Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition 
DSM-5 – Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 

Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition 
GED – general educational development (test); 

General Equivalency Diploma 
GIS – geographic information system 
GPS – global positioning system 
HbA1c – glycated hemoglobin 
HIV – human immunodeficiency virus 
HMO – health maintenance organization 
ICD-10 – International Classification of Diseases, 
Tenth Revision 
ICD-10-CM – International Classification of 
Diseases, Tenth Revision, Clinical Modification 

IRB – institutional review board 
IQR – interquartile range 
IV – intravenous 
MCO – managed care organization 
MET – metabolic equivalent 
N – total number of subjects 
n – subset of subjects 
NIH – National Institutes of Health 
OR – odds ratio 
Pap – Papanicolaou test 
PRISMA – Preferred Reporting Items for 

Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses 
RCT – randomized controlled trial 
ref – referent 
SD – standard deviation 
SE – standard error 
SES – socioeconomic status 
STROBE – Strengthening the Reporting of 

Observational Studies in Epidemiology 
TREND – Transparent Reporting of Evaluations 

with Nonrandomized Designs 
TV – television 
UN – United Nations 
U.S. – United States 
WHO – World Health Organization 
ZIP – Zoning Improvement Plan (ZIP code) 
 

 
 
 

PREFERRED TERMINOLOGY IN AJPM 
 
Substance use disorder over substance abuse 
Latinx over Latinos 
People with X (disease, disorder, condition) over labeling individuals by X. For example, people with diabetes 

over diabetics, or people with hearing disability over hearing impaired. 


