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002 Guidelines for gamete and embryo
onation: a practice committee report
uidelines and minimum standards

he American Society for Reproductive Medicine

irmingham, Alabama
The 2002 Guidelines for Gamete and Em-
ryo Donation provide the latest recommenda-
ions for evaluation of potential sperm, oocyte,
nd embryo donors, incorporating recent infor-
ation about optimal screening and testing for

exually transmitted infections (STIs), genetic
iseases, and psychological assessments. The
urrent document represents an effort to make
he screening guidelines for embryos and ga-
etes more consistent and incorporates recent

nformation from the Centers for Disease Con-
rol (CDC), Food and Drug Administration
FDA), and American Association for Tissue
anks (AATB). The risk of STIs does differ for

perm, oocytes, and embryos, and leukocyte-
ich semen donation poses unique risks, which
re reflected in the recommendations. These
uidelines use terminology from the federal
gencies in addition to the AATB. In that con-
ext, the term “screening” refers to specific
istorical factors that place an individual at
igh risk for a given disease such as human
mmunodeficiency virus (HIV), and transmis-
ible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE), or
reutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD). “Testing” re-

ers to specific laboratory studies such as sero-
ogic tests. This distinction between screening
nd testing is consistently made within the doc-
ment. The guidelines for the testing and
creening for gamete and embryo donors are
ntended for potential donors in the United
tates. Prevalence of STIs and genetic diseases
ay vary in other locales and these guidelines
ay not be appropriate for other countries or

ndividuals who come to the United States
rom other countries.
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