Guidelines

Released June 2002 as
part of 2002 Guideline
Supplement.

Correspondence to:
Practice Committee,
American Society for
Reproductive Medicine,
1209 Montgomery
Highway, Birmingham,
Alabama 35216.

0015-0282/04/$30.00

doi:10.1016/j.fertnstert.2004.

06.018

S8

FERTILITY AND STERILITY®

VOL. 82, SUPPL. 1, SEPTEMBER 2004
Copyright ©2004 American Society for Reproductive Medicine
Published by Elsevier Inc.

Printed on acid-free paper in U.S.A.

2002 Guidelines for gamete and embryo
donation: a practice committee report

Guidelines and minimum standards

The American Society for Reproductive Medicine

Birmingham, Alabama

The 2002 Guidelines for Gamete and Em+
bryo Donation provide the latest recommenda-
tions for evaluation of potential sperm, oocyte,
and embryo donors, incorporating recent infor-
mation about optimal screening and testing for
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), genetic
diseases, and psychological assessments. The
current document represents an effort to make
the screening guidelines for embryos and ga-
metes more consistent and incorporates recent
information from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC), Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), and American Association for Tissue
Banks (AATB). Therisk of STIsdoesdiffer for
sperm, oocytes, and embryos, and leukocyte-
rich semen donation poses unique risks, which
are reflected in the recommendations. These
guidelines use terminology from the federal

agencies in addition to the AATB. In that con-
text, the term “screening” refers to specific
historical factors that place an individual at
high risk for a given disease such as human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and transmis-
sible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE), or
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD). “Testing” re-
fers to specific laboratory studies such as sero-
logic tests. This distinction between screening
and testing is consistently made within the doc-
ument. The guidelines for the testing and
screening for gamete and embryo donors are
intended for potential donors in the United
States. Prevalence of STls and genetic diseases
may vary in other locales and these guidelines
may not be appropriate for other countries or
individuals who come to the United States
from other countries.
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